Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.036; wR factor = 0.087; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.8.
In the title compound, C 15 H 20 N 2 O 3 , the benzimidazole ring is essentially planar, with a maximum deviation from the mean plane of 0.012 (1) Å . The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds, forming centrosymmetric dimers, which are connected in the [100] direction through weak C-HÁ Á ÁO contacts. 
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Tonelli et al., 2010) and antifungal (Chen et al., 2007) . On the other hand, the use of microwave irradiation to assist the chemical process helps to reduce the reaction time, producing better yields and cleaner reactions (Kappe, 2004) . In continuation of our study on benzimidazole derivatives (Arumugam et al., 2010) , we report herein the crystal structure of the title compound.
In the title molecule ( Fig. 1) , the benzimidazole ring [C1···C6/N1/C7/N2] is essentially planar with maximum deviation of 0.012 (1) Å for atom C4. The bond lengths and angles are in normal ranges and are in agreement with those of ethyl 1-sec-butyl-2-phenyl-1H-benzimidazole-5-carboxylate (Arumugam et al., 2010) . In the crystal structure, the molecule is stabilized by O3-H3A···N2 intermolecular hydrogen bond (symmetry code as in Table 1 ) to form dimers, which are further connected via weak C-H···O contacts to give chains in the [100] direction (Fig. 2) . The desired compound was recrystallized with hot EtOAc which was slowly evaporated to give colorless single crystals.
Refinement
X-ray data were collected at low temperature (Cosier & Glazer, 1986) . The hydroxyl H atom was located in a difference map and refined freely. The remaining H atoms attached to C atoms were fixed geometrically and refined using the riding model, with C-H = 0.95-0.99 Å and with U iso (H)=1.2 or 1.5U eq (C). A rotating group model was applied to the methyl groups.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule,with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level.
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